Committee selected them for their landmark discoveries in their long-standing collaborative studies on cholesterol metabolism. In 1972, Drs Brown and Goldstein began their concerted studies on the genetic factors that are responsible for hypercholesterolemia. As a result of their work, the role of the LDL cell surface receptor in the regulation of cholesterol metabolism became understood and the genetic basis of familial hypercholesterolemia defined. Moreover, this work facilitated studies on other forms of hypercholesterolemia and led to our current understanding of these disorders and their treatment.
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